
   
 

   
 

 

Nightingale Infant and Nursery School 
Weekly Newsletter  

05.11.21 

 
Nightingale Families,  
 
Welcome back to another half term and the lead up to Christmas!  Following my letter to you earlier this week 
regarding COVID-19, I have met with the Local Authority and all Norfolk Head Teachers to hear about the current 
rates of cases in Norfolk and next steps.  
 
Cases across Norfolk children (and adults of school age children) rose sharply in October.  While our cases in school 
are low, we have seen a steady stream of positive cases amongst children and staff.  We monitor this daily and are 
not at a point where we are needing to move to the next step as outlined in our Covid-19 Contingency Plan we 
shared with you in September (Available on the school website).   
 
The strong advice from the Local Authority remains that visitors in school should be ‘essential only’.  This means 
anyone who is supporting children, supporting teaching and learning and enabling the school to continue on its 
improvement journey.  These may include workers carrying out essential maintenance (although this is done outside 
of the school day where possible), social workers/staff from children’s services, speech and play therapists, adults 
delivering sessions for adults and children or meetings with parents where this is vital and can be done in a controlled 
way.  
All visitors coming into the school building, including parents, are required to wear a face covering unless medically 
exempt.  This includes coming into the school office.  Where possible, please email or call.   
 
In school, staff are continuing to socially distance from each other and visitors, are testing twice weekly and are 
ensuring the promotion of high levels of cleaning and hygiene throughout the day.  Ventilation remains vital so 
windows are open all day, with doors being opened at breaks times to purge the air.  Please ensure children are 
dressed appropriately, with plenty of layers as we approach the colder months.   
Please ensure you keep your child at home if they have symptoms of Covid-19 and book a PCR test as soon as 
possible.  They can return to school once they have a negative result or have completed the full 10-day isolation 
period following a positive result.  We ask you notify us of your child’s result as soon as possible.  As mentioned 
previously, please be mindful of other common symptoms of Covid-19 in young children and if in any doubt, testing is 
recommended before they return to school.  
 
We want nothing more than to welcome families back into school to be part of the children’s learning journey and 
share all the amazing things which happen every day.  At present, our priority is ensuring staff and children come into 
contact with a limited number of people so we can keep teaching and learning for the children as consistent and 
undisruptive as possible.  Unfortunately, parents evening will need to be moved to conversations over the phone 
once more.  We have discussed the possible use of using Teams or Zoom to have a ‘virtual face-to-face' conversation 
however we don’t feel the internet is reliable enough.  Many of our meetings are online now and we know first-hand 
how frustrating it is when the internet lets us down on a regular basis.  Appointments for telephone conversations 
will be able to be booked from Friday 12th November.  Full details will be sent next week. 
 
We are determined to enjoy the festive period this year with you and are busy planning some outside events which 
we will share with you soon.   
Thank you for your continued understanding during these challenging times.  



   
 

   
 

 
Mrs Sarah Hutt  
Acting Partnership Headteacher  

 

 

Congratulations to Ms Fry 

We will sadly be saying goodbye to Ms Fry on Friday 19th November as she will be starting a new 

role as a work placement coordinator.  Ms Fry spends her days ‘spinning lots of plates’ in the 

office at Nightingale so it will certainly be a challenge finding someone to take the reins. We 

currently have this post advertised on our websites and hope to recruit someone as soon as 

possible.   

 

 

Welcoming Mr Lacaille  

This week we have welcomed Mr Lacaille to the Partnership Team as our Site Manager.  Mr 

Lacaille will work across Nightingale and Drayton, working alongside Drayton’s Caretaker, Mr 

Mason.  He has already been busy carrying out lots of jobs and we look forward to having the 

staffing in place to continue making the schools stimulating and inviting places to learn and 

work.   

 

 

Looking for MSAs  

We are currently looking to recruit more Midday Supervisors to join our team.  We currently 

have vacancies at Drayton.  Further details can be found on our school websites.  

The role is perfect for anyone wishing to work with children, support play and games outside 

and be part of the whole school team.   

 

Do you have any old photo frames? 

Please could you pass to us any photo frames that you are not using. Please take out the glass. 

Perspex is fine. We always have a use for photo frames in school.  Wooden ones are our 

favourite  

 

 

What is a Story Café? 
Thursday in Conker Club is Story Café night. 
What is a story café? 
A grown up will read the story with all the children with props and voices etc – there might be 
some guest readers 
The children then make some arts and crafts related to the story and have a snack which is 
linked to the story  
For instance...  
Read The Gingerbread Man - Make a junk house.  Eat Gingerbread men and drink milk. 
Read the story again and the Gingerbread man runs in and out of all the junk houses. It's great 
fun! 
Sign up in the usual Conker Club way!! 
 
(If your child comes to Conker Club on a Thursday for child care – they will be included in Story 
Café if they would like to. There is no need to book them on) 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 

PE 
As from NEXT WEEK (week beginning 08.11.2021) class PE days will be as follows: 
Kingfisher: Monday 
Goldfinch:  Thursday 
Woodpecker:  Tuesday 
Dove and Owl:  Friday  
 

 
 

 

Big Norfolk Festive Holiday Fun 

The Big Norfolk festive Holiday Fun activity programme provides free holiday activities for 
children and young people aged 5-16 in Norfolk.  This winter, sessions will take place between 
20th – 24th December across the county. 
All children may take part in most of the Big Norfolk Festive Holiday Fun activities. Some 
activities are reserved for those with a code, whilst others have a mix of paid spaces and free 
spaces. The free spaces are reserved for children who are eligible for means-tested free school 
meals. Children who do not receive means-tested free school meals can still sign up to activities 
for a small fee. For more information see: 
https://www.activenorfolk.org/bignorfolkholidayfun/#book  

 
 
 
 

These two groups 
will be up and 

running from next 
week and you will 

be asked for 
permission for 
your child to 

attend, should we 
feel they would 
benefit from the 

sessions 

 An ELSA in a school is an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant. Examples of things 

covered by our ELSA support assistant Kathryn Fulcher are social skills, emotions, bereavement, 

social stories and therapeutic stories, anger management, self-esteem, counselling skills such as 

solution focus and friendship. 

 

   Brick Club is a social development programme to help children and young 

people with social communication difficulties. Children work together to 

build Lego® models and through this, have the opportunity to develop social 

skills such as taking turns, collaboration and social communication. 

Lego®-based therapy can be used individually or in groups, facilitated by a therapist. The 

therapist is key to working with young people to maximise their skills and help develop 

their communication. Our two trained Brick therapists are Penny Goodson and Lorraine 

Lappin 
 

 

 
FLOCK STARS 

 
 

Lily M             Joshua 
Finn                Eva 
Arlo                 Lacey 
Abi                  Zain 
Vikki 
Amelia 

Our Flock value next week is: 
 
 

Open and Honest 

 

Learning taking place in our classes this week! 

https://www.activenorfolk.org/bignorfolkholidayfun/#book


   
 

   
 

 

 

This week our Nuthatchers have been busy making beautiful firework pictures and rocket pictures 

using colourful shapes.  

We have been focusing on the number 6 and read a story called Six Dinner Sid about a cat who lived 

at six different houses and liked to eat six different dinners! We practised our counting by laying the 

table for Sid, setting out six plates.  

Following the children’s interests, outside we have made an ice cream parlour. This has proved very 

popular, selling ice creams to our friends, counting scoops of ice cream and talking about our favourite 

flavours 🍧🍨🍦 

 
 
 

 
 

It was lovely to welcome back the children after Half Term. Thank you for posting your activities on 
Tapestry, the children have really enjoyed sharing their pictures with the class. 
Our topic this week has been all about celebrations! We have enjoyed dressing up in the home 
corner and using the pumpkins. We have learnt about the celebration of Diwali, making our own 
rangoli patterns and Diya lamps.   To end the week, we will be learning about Bonfire Night and 
making our own firework pictures. In phonics we have learnt 4 new sounds, including our first 
digraph (two letters make one sound): o, c, k and ck. We have continued to use the sounds we know 
and our new ones to read and write CVC words. In Maths we have been really exploring the 
numbers 1, 2 and 3. We have looked at different ways of representing these numbers, e.g., Numicon 
shapes, a number of objects, a numeral (1, 2, 3). We have also compared these numbers, using the 
language more and less. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In year one this week we have started our new topic of ‘Our World’. We have written a list of ways 
we can help our world. When we are writing there are lots of things to think about, capital letters, 
finger spaces, using our sound knowledge, letter formation, where letters should be on the line and 
full stops! 
In maths this week we have been counting on by using number cards and objects or using a number 
line. We have lots of strategies to help us with our adding, using objects, using our fingers, drawing 
lines and using a number line.  
In science this week we have been thinking about what happens in Autumn. Thank you for sending 
in your autumn objects.  
In history this week we have been thinking about Bonfire Night. We have enjoyed making rockets. 
We will be using egg boxes to make something in a couple of weeks so please 
save them for us, thank you.  

 

 
 

 
 

This week we are slowly revealing our next Power of Reading book. As with all our books there is a big 
build up before we even start reading! This just adds to the anticipation! This term our focus will be 
on a story set in the hills and mountains of India. It is the story of a flood and pumpkins feature highly. 
What can we use a pumpkin for.? What did you do with a pumpkin last weekend? Children will think 
about what life might be like in India. 

In Maths we have been subtracting two, 2-digit numbers. We are using a tens 
frame to do this as this leads us nicely into “exchange”. The children draw using 
tens and ones and cross off the amount- 45 – 23= This number sentence is 
relatively easy to complete. When the children have to work out 51-28 it 
becomes a little trickier. Children borrow or exchange a ten. It may look 

something like the image above. 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary  

16.11.2021 Flu Imms – School Nursing Team 

22/23/24/25.

11.2021 

Parents Evening  

Details to follow 

01.12.2021 Christmas Fayre 

10.12.2021 Santa Dash 

17.12.2021 Festive non-uniform and movie 
afternoon 

17.12.21 Last Day of Term 

  

  

  

 

Free school meals – while all children up to the end of year 2 receive free meals, if eligible, this 

would continue into junior school 

£1,345 of additional funding for school to directly help with your child’s learning 

Reduced cost on future school trips and visits 

Subsidised sports clubs and other activities 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS APPLICATION AND PUPIL PREMIUM 
   
We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support we can. Healthy 

school food has obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy habits for life. Healthy school food 

can also help to improve pupils’ readiness to learn.    

  

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are offered universal free school meals. This is regardless of your 

household income.  

You do not have to apply for universal free school meals. However, you can apply for your school to get extra 

funding from the government, if you receive one of the benefits listed below. This extra funding is called Pupil 

Premium:  

  

• Universal Credit - with an annual earned income of no more than £7,400 after tax  

• Income Support  



   
 

   
 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit  

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)  

• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual gross income of no more than £16,190   

How to apply  

You can apply for free school meals online using your Norfolk Education Online (NEO) account. You can 

use the same account for 2-year-old childcare funding and school admissions. If you have applied for 

school admissions online before, you may already have an account.  

https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/  

Schools will be notified by the local authority if a child is entitled.  

   

The following groups of children are also eligible for extra funding to schools:  
  

Looked-after and previously looked-after children  

Pupils who have left local authority care through adoption, a special guardianship order or child 

arrangements order.  
  

Service premium (this funding is for help with pastoral support)  

Pupils with a parent(s) who:  

• is serving in HM Forces  

• has retired on a pension from the Ministry of Defence  

Examples of how we can use the pupil premium are:  

  

Teaching: Schools arrange training and professional development for all their staff to improve the 

impact of teaching and learning for pupils.  

  

Academic support: Schools should decide on the main issues stopping their pupils from succeeding at 

school and use the pupil premium to buy extra help.  
  

Wider approaches  

This may include non-academic uses of the pupil premium such as:  

• school breakfast clubs  

• music lessons for disadvantaged pupils  

• help with the cost of educational trips or visits  

• speech and language therapy  

  

If your child falls under these criteria and you would like some support with applying, please speak to the 

school office.   

 

 F.L.O.C.K 

https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/


   
 

   
 

Be Fair   

  Listen and Learn 

     Open and honest  

 Care for yourself, each other and the world  

  Keep Trying 

 

 


