
   
 

   
 

 

Nightingale Infant and Nursery School 
Weekly Newsletter  

22.10.21 

 
Nightingale Families,  
 
It’s been a busy half term and we can see how ready the children (and staff) are after working so hard.  Thank you for 
your kindness and patience over recent weeks where staffing has been lower than normal on some days.  A rise in 
Covid-19 cases and general illnesses has seen a significant impact on not only the children in school but on staff 
directly and their families. We appreciate changes to staffing and things such as opening the gate late, not being able 
to answer the phone and not having reading books changed can be frustrating but our priority is ensuring the 
children are safe and continue to receive high quality teaching in the classroom.  We will always keep staffing as 
consistent as we can as we know how important this is for the children.  
 
We strongly encourage families (adults and children over 12) to continue lateral flow testing twice weekly over half 
term, booking a PCR immediately for anyone who is presenting with symptoms linked to Covid-19 and/or have been 
in close contact with a positive case.  Many of the cases we have had in school haven’t displayed the common covid-
19 symptoms of a temperature, cough or change in taste and smell. Symptoms have consisted of headaches, sore 
throats, upset stomachs and colds.  Of course, many of these bugs and viruses are present as winter approaches us 
but ask parents to be vigilant and book a PCR if in any doubt.   
While we would love to invite parents into school to take part in all of the events we have run in the past, at present 
we continue to restrict visitors into school to try and stop the spread of the virus, ensuring the children’s education is 
impacted as little as possible while cases continue to rise.  I will continue to update you as the national and local data 
evolves.   
 
Wishing you a safe, restful and enjoyable half term holiday.  We look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 1st 
November.  
 
Mrs Sarah Hutt 
Acting Partnership Headteacher  
 



   
 

   
 

Dare to be 
Different 
Day  
 
 
In Assembly we read 

Billy Back to Front  

 
 

 

Request for Leave 

Please could I remind all parents of the process for requesting leave for their child from 

school.  Any planned leave requires a form to be completed and returned to the school 

office, providing at least a week’s notice where possible.  This is then passed to Mrs Hutt 

who will authorise/unauthorise the absence, returning the completed form back to you via 

the school office.  To ensure these requests are not missed, please ensure such requests are 

made via the school office.   



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bonfire Lunch – Friday 5th November 

As part of our menu theme days, we will be holding a special Bonfire Lunch on Friday 5th 
November.  
Bonfire Bangers 
(Pork Chipolata Sausages) 
OR 
Catherine Wheel (v) 
(Cheese and Onion Pastry Pinwheel) 
served with 
Chips and Baked Beans 
* * * 
Campfire Cupcake 
(Iced Chocolate and Orange Cupcake) 
The Bonfire Lunch is included in the Universal Free School Meal Allowance.  If your child 
would like this, please order in the usual way – either via the app or  Yr 1 and Yr 2 can order 
in class registration. 

 

School Council  

The School Council reported back on Monday 18th.  

The children of NIANS have voted to support animals. We talked about it and all the classes had a 

animals as their first choice of the charity they wanted to support.  We have decided to support the local charity 

 Hallswood Animal Sanctuary 

S090-d 

0-90-- 

 

As a school we would like to collect tins and packets to donate to a local foodbank or 

charity. Please send any unwanted tins and packets into school (please make sure they are 

in date). 

 

We will be arranging a special assembly, hopefully in person but this might have to be 

virtually, with the Rev Paul Seabrook the rector of St Edmund’s Church. We will be 

presenting him with all of the food collected through your generous donations. 

 

Thank you 

 

Parents Evenings  

Parents Evenings will be held next half term on 23rd and 25th November. More details will 

follow after the half term break 

We are hoping to be able to hold the meetings face to face safely in school but please be 

mindful that this may change in line with COVID guide advice. 

 

 

 

Please can we remind you that social media and open social groups are not suitable sites for 
discussions about individual children in our school. Please be kind. If you are ‘admin’ of a 
page or what's app group please take the necessary actions to ensure that the site is not a 
place where individual children are discussed. Take responsibility for the comments and 
remove them please.   
If you have any concerns or worries about events in school, please do not hesitate to 
contact us in an appropriate way. 

https://hallswood.co.uk/


   
 

   
 

 
 
 

 

West Norwich and Dereham School Sports Partnership 

At Nightingale we belong to the West Norwich and Dereham School Sports Partnership. 

We are excited to be able to attend their events again this year. We have signed up to 

enough events for at least all the children in year two to be able to attend. This week 15 

children from year 1 and 2 attended the cross country at Langley Prep School at Taverham 

Hall. We were proud to take such well behaved children to the event. All the children ran 

amazingly well. A special well done to Benny for coming second in the year one boy's race 

and Ffion coming second in the year one girl's race. We are looking forward to the next 

event, which is Real PE Multiskills in February. The year two children will be asked if they 

would like to attend this event in class.  

 
FLOCK STARS 

 
 

Grace G  
William 
Elby 
Teddy 
George 
Ava 
Theodore  
Ronnie 
Ffion 

Our Flock value next 
week is: 

Listen and Learn  

 

Learning taking place in our classes this week! 

 

 

What another great week of learning and exploring in Nuthatch! We have dipped conkers into paint 

and rolled them, noticing what fantastic patterns we made! we have been looking at our new book 

“five little pumpkins” and the children have enjoyed designing their own versions of pumpkins      , 

sticking and gluing and painting. We have asked questions “what is inside a pumpkin?’ wondering 

how many pumpkins can we see” big, little ones” are just some of the replies! And of course, the 

wonderful autumn weather has kept us engaged outside especially exploring the big muddy 

puddles! Great fun! Have a wonderful, restful half term. Thank you all for your continued support.  

 

 
 

This week we have been exploring Autumn further through our topic books: Oliver finds his way, 
and Leaf Man. We have been raking the Autumn leaves like Daddy bear and using them to play fun 
games with our friends. We looked closely at Oliver’s character and discussed how he must have felt 
when he was lost. We used our inference skills to explain what he might have been thinking about 
and drew our ideas in a thought bubble. We used our imagination to create pictures using Autumn 
leaves and made Autumn trees using a range of craft materials. In phonics we have learnt three new 
sounds: m, d, g. We have been using our learnt sounds to read and write CVC words. For example: 
sat, pin, map, dig, gas. In maths we have been comparing size, mass and capacity. It was lots of fun 
finding out how many children could fit inside our mystery box! We hope you all have a wonderful 
half term, don’t forget to post on Tapestry so the children can share their holiday news when they 
return to school! We are so incredibly proud of all the Kingfishers, they have settled into school 
brilliantly.  We look forward to seeing you all again soon!  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
In year 1 this week we have been learning how to add two numbers 
together using a variety of strategies. We have also started using 
Propeller boards to extend our maths knowledge. We will be using these 
in our morning work when the children first come into class. In our 
literacy sessions this week we have been writing sentences that an adults 

reads to us. It takes lots of practise to hold a whole sentence in our heads while writing it down. In 
science we have been using our sense of hearing and developing our music instrument knowledge. 
We had to guess which instrument was being played behind the screen.  



   
 

   
 

We hope you all have a lovely half term and look forward to seeing everyone back after the holiday. 
Look out for our knowledge organiser about our new topic which is coming soon.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
This week we have been thinking about adding over a boundary this just means 
that you are adding two, 2-digit numbers where the ones digit adds over a ten 
e.g. 24 + 37 (4+7). In class the children have worked with base ten to physically 
make each number. We then moved on to recording number sentences by 
drawing as the photo. The ones column has more than ten therefore we can 
”grab” (circle) a ten to count with the others. 
We have finished our Power of Reading book-which luckily had a rather lovely 

ending. Ask your child how the story finished... We have rewritten the story which is quite a skill – 
retelling. How much information can be remembered? Did you get the information in the correct 
order? 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary  

25.10.21 - 
29.10.21 

Half Term 

05.11.2021 Bonfire Lunch Themed Menu 

16.11.2021 Flu Imms – School Nursing Team 

23.11 & 25.11 Parents Evening  

Details to follow 

01.12.2021 Christmas Fayre 
10.12.2021 Santa Dash 

17.12.2021 Festive non-uniform and movie 
afternoon 

17.12.21 Last Day of Term 

  

  

  

 

Free school meals – while all children up to the end of year 2 receive free meals, if eligible, this 

would continue into junior school 

£1,345 of additional funding for school to directly help with your child’s learning 

Reduced cost on future school trips and visits 

Subsidised sports clubs and other activities 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS APPLICATION AND PUPIL PREMIUM 
   
We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support we can. Healthy 

school food has obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy habits for life. Healthy school food 

can also help to improve pupils’ readiness to learn.    

  

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are offered universal free school meals. This is regardless of your 

household income.  

You do not have to apply for universal free school meals. However, you can apply for your school to get extra 

funding from the government, if you receive one of the benefits listed below. This extra funding is called Pupil 

Premium:  



   
 

   
 

  

• Universal Credit - with an annual earned income of no more than £7,400 after tax  

• Income Support  

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit  

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)  

• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual gross income of no more than £16,190   

How to apply  

You can apply for free school meals online using your Norfolk Education Online (NEO) account. You can 

use the same account for 2-year-old childcare funding and school admissions. If you have applied for 

school admissions online before, you may already have an account.  

https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/  

Schools will be notified by the local authority if a child is entitled.  

   

The following groups of children are also eligible for extra funding to schools:  
  

Looked-after and previously looked-after children  

Pupils who have left local authority care through adoption, a special guardianship order or child 

arrangements order.  
  

Service premium (this funding is for help with pastoral support)  

Pupils with a parent(s) who:  

• is serving in HM Forces  

• has retired on a pension from the Ministry of Defence  

Examples of how we can use the pupil premium are:  

  

Teaching: Schools arrange training and professional development for all their staff to improve the 

impact of teaching and learning for pupils.  

  

Academic support: Schools should decide on the main issues stopping their pupils from succeeding at 

school and use the pupil premium to buy extra help.  
  

Wider approaches  

This may include non-academic uses of the pupil premium such as:  

• school breakfast clubs  

• music lessons for disadvantaged pupils  

• help with the cost of educational trips or visits  

• speech and language therapy  

  

If your child falls under these criteria and you would like some support with applying, please speak to the 

school office.   

 

https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/


   
 

   
 

 F.L.O.C.K 
Be Fair   

  Listen and Learn 

     Open and honest  

 Care for yourself, each other and the world  

  Keep Trying 


