
   
 

   
 

 

Nightingale Infant and Nursery School 
Weekly Newsletter  

03.12.21 

 
COVID-19 Update & Winter Planning  
Current pressures on schools are at the highest levels due to the COVID – 19 pandemic, and the risk of further 
outbreaks during winter present greater than normal challenges. Additionally, as winter approaches, staff and pupils 
in schools continue to be particularly susceptible to widespread infections such as seasonal influenza and stomach 
infections (such as norovirus). 
While we are hopeful staff remain well, we continue to see higher than normal rates of staff absence across the 
partnership.  Our priority is always to keep all classes open however this must not be at the determent of the safety 
of the children.  We must ensure we have enough staff for the number of children in school and have the capacity for 
areas such as first aid, the kitchen and cleaning.  There have been several occasions over the past few weeks where 
we have exhausted our regular cover from part time staff increasing hours and our regular supply.  All schools are 
facing similar challenges where often the supply agencies we use have no one available to send.  
We may need to close to individual classes or close the school for any of the following reasons: 

- severe weather   
- sustained staffing shortages as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and/or widespread infectious diseases  
- utilities and local service disruption 
- transport issues such as driver shortages, fuel disruption 
- widespread absence due to infectious diseases and the potential requirement for deep cleaning 

 
We will inform you as soon as possible via parent mail, the school website and Norfolk School Closures.   
Please ensure we have your up-to-date details.  

Tuesday 7th Dec 
Christmas Activity 

Day  

On Tuesday 7th KS1 children are going to have a different day with a rotation of Christmas 
activities covering all areas of the Curriculum. The children will have a chance at doing all the 
activities and all KS1 (that’s Year 1 and 2) should come to school in PE kit please 

 

Friday 10th December  
Christmas Jumper Day 
Please switch the Nightingale sweatshirt for a Christmas jumper. Uniform for everything else 
please. If you would like to send a contribution, we will ensure Save the Children receive it.  

 

Thank you, our amazing Friends of Nightingale, for the most amazing Christmas Fayre despite 
the weather.  What a hardy team 
THANK YOU for coming and hanging out in the wet cold and dark and making the most of it all 
Nightingale Community is fantastic  

 

 

Parent Forum met on Thursday on line. It’s a very useful and informative platform for us at 
school. Thank you for being so ‘open and honest’ with us. Meetings are usually on line and last 
approximately 45 minutes.   
We would love you too to join us. Thank you to those who gave their time. 



   
 

   
 

 

A case of head lice has been detected in school. Anyone can get head lice, mainly through direct 
head-to-head contact but also from sharing hats, brushes and other personal items. Head lice 
are a problem in many settings and do not reflect poor hygiene. Please do your part to prevent 
the spread of this by checking your child(ren) daily for the next few days. Thank you 

 

Christmas Carols  

We invite you to join our carol concerts being held on the playground. Each year group will be 

invited to attend to join us in some festive carols, performed by the children.   

This is limited to 2 adults per family and kindly ask that siblings don’t attend unless avoidable so 

we can reduce the number of people on site at once.  While we will aim to provide enough 

space for adults to distance, we do ask that adults wear a face covering during the event to 

protect other families.  

Nursery -  

Year 1 Monday 13th December @ 2.20 

Year 2 Tuesday 14th December @ 2.20    

Reception and Nursery Thursday 16th December @ 2.20 

Please wrap up warm and ensure your children have coats etc in school as we will be outside.  

We will only cancel this event if the weather is very wet!  

Slippers  

 

The children have voted for slippers in school – please could we start wearing them in the new 

term. Please provide a pair of hard soled comfortable plain pair of slippers. No cartoon 

characters or big feet or backless . Just a pair of regular slippers. Alternatively, a pair of plimsolls 

for indoor use but not trainers.  Thank you so much 

We will review the impact of the use of slippers at the end of the Spring Term 

.  

 

The Christmas Post Box  

Our Post box for the children's cards will be in the library for the children to use from the 8th to 

the 15th of December. The children will sort daily but distribute on the last day of term. 

 

There are a few bits of information I would like to share this week 

 

Family action are running a zoom session 

DECEMBER Information Session for Parents/Carers (ZOOM) 

Our Information Session on Thursday 9TH December 10 – 11am is: Understanding sensory needs 

in children with ASD.   Meeting ID: 927 0515 3725       Passcode: 297430 

Learn more about sensory needs and the use of visuals. 

 
The Feed is a Norwich based charity who can offer all sorts of support not just food. Did 

you know they run groups for women called bloom?  please click the link 

https://thefeed.org.uk/about-us 

 
https://www.home-start.org.uk/ 

https://thefeed.org.uk/about-us
https://www.home-start.org.uk/


   
 

   
 

Home-Start Norfolk offers a unique service, recruiting and training volunteers 

– who are usually parents themselves – to visit families at home who have at 

least one child under 5 to offer informal, friendly and confidential support. 

 
 

 

This week the class with the highest attendance is: 
 

    Woodpecker Class 
 

 
FLOCK STARS 

 
 

Keep Trying Stars  

Sophie and Ethan  

George and Archie  

Dorothy and Poppy 

Olivia and Madie  

Finn and Tommy 

Esme and Spencer  

Our Flock value next week is: 

Listen and Learn  

 

Learning taking place in our classes this week! 

 We have been reading the book Stickman by Julia Donalsdon this week. To support this we went on 

a stick hunt around the school playgrounds. We used our sticks for counting activities and we also 

sorted them between short and long, thick and thin. We coloured in pictures of stickmen and 

organised them in size order. We also made our own stickmen with playdough. This week the 

children excitedly decorated the nursery Christmas Tree 

 

 
 

This week the Kingfishers have been reading Stick Man by Julia Donaldson. We went on our own 
stick hunt and used our sticks to make different models from the story. We played a game where we 
had to pretend our stick was something else and our friends had to guess what it was! You could 
play this at home too, send in your pictures on Tapestry! In phonics we learnt some new sounds: j, v, 
w, x. Please make sure your phonics books are in your bookbag. We will collect them in next week 
and add our new sounds and HFW’s before the Christmas holiday. In maths we have been exploring 
the number 5 and showing different ways of making it using counters, cubes and number sentences. 
We have painted our own stick families, focussing on the length of each stick. We also made 
predictions about who we thought may have been stuck up the chimney!  

 
 

 
 

 
 

This week in year one we have listened to the poem ‘The Treasures’ by Clare Beaven. We thought 

about what we would like to put in a treasure box. We then thought about different animals that 

would bring the treasure. Finally, we used these ideas to write our own poem.  

In maths this week we have started learning about tens and units. We tried to draw 

the tens and units in numbers and then write a number sentence to go with it e.g. 

12 is made up of one ten and two units, 10 + 2 = 12. 

Try playing the Topmarks game Place Value Basketball at home. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball 

We are starting to think about Christmas and have enjoyed making Christmas tree 

decorations and learning songs that we will be performing outside to you in the last week of term.   

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball


   
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

This week is our final week with money. We have looked at giving change and “buying” Christmas gifts 
with 50p and one pound. The children have recapped subtraction of two, two-digit numbers and we 
have been very impressed with what they have remembered. Next week we will begin looking at 
multiplication and repeated addition. 
In Literacy this week we have focussed on Kanni-Pattan's wife. We looked at the lullaby she sang the 
animals and thought about what kind of person she is. We wrote a diary entry as her character, sharing 
our thoughts and concerns about being in the pumpkin. 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary  

8 – 15.12.21 Christmas Card post box in school 

10.12.2021 Santa Dash and 
Christmas Jumper Day 

13.12.2021 Year 1 Christmas Carols 

14.12.2021 Year 2 Christmas Carols 
15.12.2021 Christmas Dinner 

16.12.2021 Reception and Nursery Christmas 
Carols 

17.12.2021 Festive non-uniform and movie 
afternoon 
 
Christmas Party Food Lunch 

17.12.21 Last Day of Term 

  

  

  

 

 

 F.L.O.C.K 
Be Fair   

  Listen and Learn 

     Open and honest  

 Care for yourself, each other and the world  

  Keep Trying 


