Dear Nightingale Families
Welcome back, we hope you and your children are settling back in to school life, and we are excited
to meet all our new reception and nursery families.
We would like to introduce ourselves; we are the ‘Friends of Nightingale’. For those of you who are
new to the school, and our existing families, we have some new friendly faces and exciting plans. We
also have had a new logo designed, which we hope you like! We had the logo designed to help you
identify our communications and events. We are a registered charity made up of parents and carers,
we work closely with the school fundraising with the help of you all to provide vital resources to
enhance the children’s experience and education at the school.

How do we fundraise?
Over the last few years we have held Summer and Christmas fayres, cake sales, lolly sales, tombolas/raffles, art
competitions, Christmas card fundraiser, sponsored events, smarties fundraiser, quiz & chips, School discos
and more!
Due to COVID restrictions we are unable to run most of our usual fundraising events, so this year will be a bit
more of a challenge to raise the vital funds for your children and the school. If you or your children have any
fund raising ideas we would love to hear them, please get in touch either by email/social media, or feel free to
come find one of us on the playground to have a socially distanced chat.

Easy ways for you to help raise money from the comfort of your home
Your School lottery
Unlike most other lotteries, Your School Lottery lets you support your local school directly.
You can join for as little as £1 per week and there is a guaranteed weekly prize for someone
within our school community. The more people that participate, the bigger this guaranteed
prize becomes, and the more money raised for our school. On top of this, you will also be
entered into a separate draw with a chance to win an amazing £25,000 EVERY WEEK!
We currently only have 24 participants, so please buy some tickets for your change to win and support the
school. visit http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk and search for: Nightingale.

Easyfundraising.org.uk
Raise funds for FREE when you shop with your favourite retailers online. All you have to
do is register with https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ (or download the App) and
search Nightingale First School.
It works like this:
1.
Let's say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis. Instead of going to johnlewis.com directly,
you first go to easyfundraising.org.uk.
2.
From the easyfundraising website, click through to John Lewis to make your purchase. This tells John
Lewis you came from easyfundraising. The price of the shoes is exactly the same.
3.
After you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that you can turn into a donation for
Friends of Nightingale. Easyfundraising collect this and send it on at no extra cost.

Bottle Buddis
The teachers recommend water
bottles are not kept in book bags, as
no one wants a soggy book!! These
little bottle holders are great to
attach to your children’s book bag,
scooter, bike etc and are the perfect
size for most water bottles. The friends have a stock of these for sale at £6 each. Please get in touch if you’re
interested in buying one.

What has the money been used for?
Here are some pictures of some of the amazing things we’ve been able to purchase for the school over the
past few years, including the wonderful new library which opened in March 2020, the bike and scooter shed,
and subsidised school trips to Africa Alive and the Sealife Centre.

Upcoming Events and purchases
Using the funds you helped us raise last year, we are working closely with the school to support the purchase
of some fantastic new ICT equipment.
Our long-term project is to restore the pond area which is such a lovely asset to our school but is in need of
some TLC. This will take a little bit of time as we must take extra care to look after our lovely resident family of
newts.
Your children will be designing a personal Christmas card at school for you and your families to enjoy. The
proofs will be sent home in book bags with order forms soon for you to purchase cards, gift tags and mugs for
your friends and family while raising money for the children.
We are working closely with the school to come up with some plans for events and fund raisers for this year,
we will keep you posted as soon as we have some dates!
Look out for our new monthly newsletter which will be emailed to you, and come find on Instagram
(@friendsofnightingale) and Facebook (facebook.com/friendsofnightingaleins)

How to join the Friends
We would love to welcome some new faces to the friends, please get in touch if you have some spare time and
would like to join us! As part of the friends, we meet once a month to discuss our plans and events, which at
the moment we are doing online, but usually in the evening at school.

We look forward to hearing from you
The Friends of Nightingale

